
December 2, I already see 
ñbaby Jesusò everywhere; on cards, in 
stores, on the television. Itôs not that 
itôs too early for Christmas d®cor, but 
rather ñbaby Jesusò is NOT what 
Christmas is about. At this point 
some of you are picking up the phone 
to call me, or opening up your e-mail 
to write me. Before you do, please 
hear me out and I think you will 
understand and agree that Christmas 
is significantly more than ñbaby 
Jesus.ò What I am asking 
you to consider this 
Christmas is this: Maybe 
the gap between 
Christmas and Easter 
isnôt as wide as you once 
thought.  

 We have made 
the grave mistake in our 
country of making Christmas about 
ñbaby Jesus.ò This is possibly the 
most reductionistic thing that we as 
Christians can do. Although virtually 
everyone celebrates Christmas in our 
country, it is we Christians who ought 
to celebrate this holiday for the right 
reason. 
 This time of year I am always 
reminded of the movie ñTalladega 
Nightsò (I am not endorsing this 
movie, I am simply using a scene 
from it for illustration). Ricky Bobby 
(a racecar driver) and his family are 
sitting around the dinner table and 
Ricky starts to pray. ñDear Lord baby 
Jesusé We hope You can use Your 
baby Jesus powers to help us.ò Later 
in the prayer, Ricky says, ñDear, tiny, 
infant Jesus,ò he can hardly finish 
this line before his wife chimes in, 
ñHeyé You know sweetieé Jesus 

did grow up .ò Ricky responds, ñI 
like the Christmas Jesus best and Iôm 
saying grace. When you say grace you 
can say it to grown up Jesus or teen 
age Jesus or bearded Jesus or 
whoever you want.ò Before his wife 
can respond with a single word he 
begins to pray again, ñDear, tiny 
Jesus, in your golden fleece diapers, 
with your tiny balled up handsò at 
this point his angry father -in-law 
interrupts him, ñHe was a man! He 

had a beard!ò Ricky 
ends the scene, 
ñLook! I like the baby 
Jesus best!ò 
This scene is 
absolutely hilarious 
for two reasons. First, 
the ignorance of 
Ricky Bobby is 

unparalleled. Second, there is a lot of 
truth pertaining to the way Christians 
act during this time of year.  

 I must say this before there 
are any misconceptions: We should 
be celebrating Jesusô coming year-
round! With that said, during this 
season we traditionally (only 
traditionally, not biblically) celebrate 
Jesus coming in the flesh and we 
traditionally (only traditionally, not 
biblically) call this holiday Christmas. 
Here is the problem, Ricky Bobbyôs 
wife is right! Jesus did grow up! I 
donôt know when it started, but Iôm 
guessing it was long ago, when 
Christians (at least the majority of) 
began to celebrate Christmas by 
remembering, ñbaby Jesus.ò  
As I mentioned above this is  
continued on page 2é. 
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Calendar of Events  
 

December 12 
9:30 am 
Ladiesô Christmas Brunch 
 

December 16 
7:00 pm  
Bookends Christmas 
Party  
 

December 19 
5:00 pm 
Single Moms 
Christmas Dinner  
 

December 20 
10:00 am 
One service at Newberg 
High School 
 

December 20 
4:00 & 6:00 pm 
Nativity on the Square  
 

December 21 
7:00 pm 
Nativity on the Square  
 

December 24 
5:00 & 7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Services 
 

December 27-30 
Winter Youth  
 

January 9 
8:00 am 
Menôs Breakfast 
 

January 16 
9:00 amñnoon 
Winter Childrenôs 
Ministry Brunch  
 

January 29-31 
Menôs Retreat at Canby 
Grove 
 

February 26-28 
Womenôs Retreat at 
Cannon Beach 

 

òWe have made the grave 
mistake in this country 
of making Christmas 
about òbaby Jesus.ó 



 

Family News 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to 
Parents... 

 

Geary & Jeanna Linhart 
who welcomed 

Miles John Linhart 
 Born November 25, 2009  
Miles was 8 lb 8 oz and  

21 inches long 
He joins big brothers, 

Noah & Tobin 

PAGE 2 

 Christmas time is a special 
time of traditions, family, and 
memories. There are a lot of 
expectations bundled into this 
time. It is easy to get busy with 
Christmas tasks and gift giving. So 
what is Christmas like for our 
missionaries? How do they deal 
with being out of the culture they 
were raised in? How can you play a 
role in this Christmas for them?  

 They experience the same 
emotions about Christmas that you 
do. They are celebrating Christmas 
where they are because of the love 
of Christ and their desire to model 
that love to other cultures.  
 Some will have local 
believers to celebrate with. Others 
may be isolated. Some will be 
opening their homes to neighbors 

continued from page 1é. 

exceedingly reductionistic of us. 
Did Jesus enter into human 
history as a baby? Yes. Is 
Christmas meant to celebrate the 
coming of Jesus into human 
history? Yes. So whatôs the 
problem? I think we can all agree 
that the reason we celebrate the 
coming of Jesus is because of 
what He did on the cross about 
thirty years after his birth. In 
other words if this MAN, Jesus, 
was born 2000 years ago and 
lived for about thirty years and 
died, and that was it, end of story, 
then we would have nothing to 
celebrate, we wouldnôt even know 
that this MAN Jesus ever existed. 
 If we are celebrating the 
birth of Jesus, we are only 
celebrating it because of what He 
came to do and the fact that He 
accomplished what He came to 
do. What does this mean? This 
means that we ought not leave 
Jesus in the manger, but rather 
celebrate not only his coming as a 
baby, but celebrate every aspect of 
His life, and even more so, His 
death on the cross for our sin. To 
celebrate ñbaby Jesusò is to forget 
why He came. To celebrate ñbaby 
Jesusò is sentimentalism. To 
celebrate Jesus Christ our Savior, 
for coming into human history as 
a baby, growing up, and dying on 
a cross for our sin, is to celebrate 
what the Bible tells us to 
celebrate. 

 I find it fascinating how the 
book of Isaiah includes all aspects 
of Jesusô life.  Isaiah is prophesying 
about 700 years before Jesus would 
ever appear on earth. ñBaby 
Jesusò (maybe not in those words) 
is referred to in the book of Isaiah. 
In Chapter 9 we have prophecy 
about a ñchild being born to us,ò 
but this is not all. Isaiah, 700 years 
before Jesus enters into human 
history in chapter 53 verse 2 says 
this, ñFor he grew up before him 
like a young plant, and like a root 
out of dry groundéò This prophecy 
goes on to say in verse 5, ñBut he 
was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for 
our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought peace, 
and with his stripes we are healed.ò 
The chapter ends like this: 
ñTherefore I will divide him a 
portion with the many, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to 
death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of 
many, and makes intercession for 
the transgressors.ò 

 Some will ask, ñIsnôt this 
more of an Easter passage?ò What I 
am asking you to consider this 
Christmas season is this: Maybe the 
gap between Christmas and Easter 
isnôt as wide as you once thought. 
 

 Pastor Ryan 

to help them understand the love of 
Christ.  
 Some will have children 
there to generate a buzz of 
excitement. Others will feel the 
pain of separation with children 
away at a boarding school, or off at 
a college in America. Some will be 
worried about parents who are far 
away. Some will be homesick for 
traditions that they cannot 
celebrate where they are. It might 
be something as simple as a 
caroling service. 
 Some may have more snow 
than we will. Some will have a real 
fir tree to decorate. Others will have 

to create their own Christmas tree 
from local materials and a lot of 
creativity.  

 While you are going 
through the Christmas season 
doing things, whether they are the 
small tasks of a busy schedule, or a 
very special moment, take a minute 
during that time to imagine one of 
our missionaries wishing to do the 
same thing, and pray for them. 
 Those of you that like to 
write notes can send a short 
encouragement by email to one of 
them telling them you are thinking 
about them, and praying for them 
at this Christmas season. 

Missions Spotlight: 
Christmas 

By Jim Insley 
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 God has been pressing my heart that our 
faith in Jesus Christ cannot be private.  With a 
private faith we are saying to ourselves and others 
that ñmy faith works for me but is not necessarily 
the way to salvation for you.ò  When 
we stay silent, our faith ceases to be 
faith in Jesus and is instead 
superstition.  Indeed, there is no such 
thing as a private faith in a Jesus that 
saves.  If you believe a saving faith 
doesnôt include sharing Jesus as the 
only way to salvation, youôve created 
an idol in an image you are 
comfortable with and named him ñJesus.ò  Heôs 
commanded us to share the gospel!  And we know 
that our faith is genuine and that we love him if we 
do his commandments (John 14:15). 
 So, how  are we to be a witness?  
I think evangelism is much simpler than people 
know.  It  DOESNôT involve picketing or standing 
on the street corner condemning people, or asking 
faith questions to random strangers on the street.  
It DOES  involve a conversation in which we bear 
witness to Christ as the salvation from our sins and 
the all-satisfier of our soul.  I believe our passion 
for sharing Jesus can be indicative of our love and 
faith in Him.  Grace, we ought to be PASSIONATE 
for the sharing of the gospel because we are 
passionate for our Lord and Savior, Jesus! 
  

 Hereôs an opportunity! 
This Advent season we are taking 
the Christmas story public to our 
community through the play, 
ñNativity on the Square.ò  In 
this comedic drama, the story of 
Christôs incarnation is presented to 
us through Irene.  She is a 
homeless lady not unlike those you 
find at your local mission, or living 
under the bridges in Portland.   
And, truth be told, she is not unlike 
any of the rest of us: in need of a 
Savior.  This presentation allows us 
to laugh yet deals with the reality 

of our 
brokenness and need for 
restoration.  We are providing 
cookies and hot cocoa after the play 
for fellowship.  I encourage you to 
invite family and friends who need 
to hear the gospel.  I guarantee they 
will laugh and will walk away 
thinking about the message of 

Christ coming to save us. 
 What if  everyone from our church brought 1 
guest to our Christmas play?  What if for every 2 
guests that came, 1 returned to church on Sunday.  
What if for every 4 guests that came to church on 
Sunday 1 came to a saving faith in Jesus.  Weôd have 
50 roses on our stage the next week celebrating new 
life in Christ.  What joy would fill our hearts, Grace, if 
we witnessed Christôs redeeming love in the lives of 50 
people in our community!  
 

To the praise of his glorious grace! 
Bobby Gaither 

Pastor of Worship and the Arts 

 

"I think evangelism 
is much simpler 
than people know.ð 

Nativity on the Square:  
Christmas and the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Jesus said, òI am the way, the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.ó 

John 14:6 
 

ò...and You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.ó  

Acts 1:8b 

ïNativity on the Squareð          

December 20, 4:00 & 6:00 pm  
  December 21, 7:00 pm 

Grace Baptist Church 
1619 E 2nd St. Newberg   503.538.7468 

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH PRESENTS: 

A Christmas Drama 

Accepting canned food  
donations for  
Newberg FISH 

 

 
NATIVITY ON 
THE SQUARE 

 

DEC. 20, 
4 & 6 PM 

 

DEC. 21, 
7 PM 
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Dear Ladies of Grace, 
  

There are so many great things happening 
among the women that it is hard to know where 
to start. We have four Bible studies currently 
meeting that are getting the women deep into 
the Word of God. We did something a little 
different with the Tuesday morning study. We 
are doing a very quick overview of the book of 
Isaiah- all 66 chapters in 8 
weeks. It has been a lot of work, 
but very good. Kathi Newton, 
leader of the Monday night 
study, is finishing up with the 
book by Pam Farrell: 10 Things 
Best Decisions a Woman can 
Make. She will be starting a 
study on the book of Ephesians 
in January. She wrote this study herself. I have 
read some of it and itôs very good. Dawn 
Johnson has her group on Monday morning and 
they are studying Spiritual Gifts with Kay 
Arthur. This is another great group of women 
enjoying the Word and each otherôs fellowship. 
There is of course, Tuesday night Precepts group 
that will be studying Daniel.  This group includes 
men and women. I love all these people in the 
Word!  
 
Besides the Bible studies, we have three 
events coming up and a Grace Baptist 
cookbook.  
  
The first event is the Christmas Brunch  on Dec.  
12th. Our speaker will be Amy Steele and again 
 this year, the men will be cooking and serving  
for us. We had a great time last year and hope  
you can join us this year. The cost is $3 per  
person and we do have childcare for children  
birth to 5 years. 
 
Also, on December 19th  at 5:00 pm there is a 
Single Momôs Christmas Dinner at Karen 
Griffinôs home. If you would like to attend, 
please contact Karen at 503.538.5370. 
 
The next event is our Annual Retreat at Cannon 
Beach Conference Center. It is February 26-28, 
and the cost is $125.00 per person. Our speaker 
will be Sandi Phillips. Plan now to attend and be 

sure to call or email me with any questions. If 
you have a desire to attend, and finances are 
preventing you from attending, please make the 
need known. 
 
Lastly, we are so excited about the Cookbook we 
are putting together with recipes from our very 
own ladies. We often hear from women that the 
church cookbook they got years ago is still one of 

their favorites. Diana Enkelis tells 
me it is the one she has with all 
the vanilla and oil stains on it 
from the over the years. Our 
theme for the Womenôs Ministry 
this year is ñGrace for all 
Seasonsò, so we thought 
Seasoned with Grace would be 
the perfect name for our 

cookbook. They are $10 and will be available 
beginning Sunday, December 13th. The proceeds 
from the cookbooks will go to helping ladies 
attend the retreat.  
 

May this Christmas be one that 
brings Jesus even deeper into your 
hearts,  
 
Jamie 
Womenõs Ministry Directory 

 

A Letter from Jamie 

 

òWe have four Bible studies 
currently meeting that are 
getting the women deep 
into the Word of God.ó 
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KIDZCLUB BEGINS!!  

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 7  
 6:30-8:00 p.m . 

Ages 2 years through 5 th  grade  
Registration forms will be mailed to you!  

 

Operation Christmas Child  
By Diana Enkelis  

 

During the months of September, October and November 
our òJoyful Noise Childrenõs Choiró learned about an 
exciting ministry opportunity called Operation Christmas 

Child .  Started by the relief organization òSamaritanõs Purse,ó this ministry involves filling 
shoeboxes with age -appropriate gifts for children ages 2 -14 years old.  These boxes are 
then wrapped and inspected, language -appropriate gospel material added to each box and 
then sent off to less -fortunate children all over the world.   
 
For most children, the notion that MANY children do not have a house full of toys and 
trinkets is hard to imagine.  So for our choir children it was fun to gather gifts and sort 
them into shoeboxes, imagining a child in a foreign country opening the box with delight! 
Each choir member was assigned to pray for a specific country where shoeboxes would be 
delivered. Our XYZ seniors group scheduled a lunch and wrapping party where they 
painstakingly wrapped 44 shoeboxes with the box and lid wrapped separately ð not an easy 
task!  The church body was invited to join in on the project and assemble their own boxes 
to send.  Finally, when our boxes were delivered to the Newberg collection site, we had a 
total of 50 boxes from Grace Baptist Church!  
 
In between all this activity the choir also rehearsed and presented a wonderful musical 
based on this ministry titled òOperation Christmas Childó. If you missed out on the 
shoebox activity or the musical, we plan to make the shoebox opportunity available to our 
church body every year!  Unfortunately the musical wonõt be repeated each year!  Our goal 
is to contribute 100 boxes next year!  We will be promoting the ministry in September.  
Donõt miss out!  



P.O. Box 1  
1619 East 2nd St.  

Newberg,  Oregon   
97132 

(503) 538-7468 
www.gbcnewberg.org  
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Sunday,  
December 13  

4 pm 
Family Meeting  

and Caroling Party 
 

Join us for our Family 
Meeting followed by a 

meal together and 
Caroling Party to the 
local neighborhood. 

Sunday,  
December 20 

10 am 
One Service 
at Newberg 
High School 

 

Come join us for 
a special time of 

worship all together 
on the Sunday before 

Christmas. 
Childcare provided 

ages birth to 5 

Christmas Eve,  
December 24 

5 & 7 pm 
 

You are invited to 
celebrate Christmas 
with your church 

family at our 
Christmas Eve 

Services. 

Childcare provided 
ages birth to 5 

Sunday,  
December 20 

4 & 6 pm 
& 

Monday,  
December 21 

7 pm 
 

Nativity on 
The Square 
Presented by 

our own 
GBC  

drama team 

 


