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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Senior Pastor Search Begins 
By Paul Jellum, chairman of the Elder Board 

February/March 2010  

 

GRACELINK 

Business Name 

February 18, 12 pm  
XYZôs Birthday  
Potluck  
 

February 20, 10 am  
Bookends @CoffeeCat  
 

February 20, 7 pm  
Sweetheart  Social  
 

February 20 -21 
The Rage: Mountain  
Madness  
 

February 21, 4 pm  
Family Meeting  
 

February 26 -28  
Womenôs Retreat 
 

February 27, 6 pm  
Valentineôs Dinner 
for Single Moms  
 

March 12, 6 -8 pm  
Family Movie Night  
 

March 13, 8 am  
Menôs Breakfast 
 

March 14, 6 pm  
Hymn Sing  
 

March 17, 8:15 am  
XYZôs Field Trip:  
Seeing Eye Dogs  
in Boring, OR  
 

March 28  
PALM SUNDAY  
 

April 2, 7 pm  
Good Friday Service  
 

April 4  
EASTER SUNDAY  
 

May 15, 9 am  
Annual Spring Tea  

Connec t ing  the  Peop le  o f  G race  Bap t i s t  

Please be praying for our senior 
pastor search which will begin with the 
election of a search committee at our 
next Family Meeting.  
 

The Board of Elders has reviewed the 
list of those interested in serving on 
the search committee and 
recommends the following people: 
 

Paula Sprunger 

Frank Goldston 

Randy Pease 

Reid Kisling 

Kathy Sims 

Alex Pia  

Ray Holder 
 

The search process 
will take between a 
couple of months to perhaps a year or 
more depending on how God leads as 
we look to Him to bring His man to this 
position.  We are working closely with 
our association, Northwest 
Conservative Baptist Association, to 
help us understand the steps in the 
process.    
 

What Can You Do?  Please pray that 
God will continue to bless His church 
at Grace Baptist, will prepare the man 
He has for this position, and will guide 
us to His choice. 
 

Family Meeting set for:  
February 21st at 4:00pm  
Everyone is invited to join us in our 
Family Meeting on February 21st.  We 
will meet in the auditorium and begin 
with a short time of worship followed 
by a business meeting.  The agenda 
includes electing a senior pastor 

search committee and hearing about the 
search process.  We will also hear from 
the building committee and have an 
update on our financial condition. 
 

 Why and How Membership?  
All churches face decisions and must 
have a process for governance.  Grace 
Baptist Church places responsibility on 

the congregation to elect its 
leadership including elders and 
senior pastor.  They also are 
called on to approve an annual 
budget and to approve the sale 
or purchase of property.  Only 
members of the church have the 
privilege of voting on these 
decisions.   
 

So, what does it take to 
become a member?   Our church 
constitution states that the membership 
of our  
church, ñshall consist of believers in 
Christ who have given evidence of 
repentance and regeneration of 
heart  and have been baptized by 
immersion upon profession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.ò  We do not wish to 
appear exclusive or unwelcoming but do 
believe this to be a reasonable 
requirement for those wanting to 
participate in the business of the 
church.    
 

If you are interested in joining this 
church, we invite you to share your 
testimony with a pastor or elder and to 
affirm to them that you have been 
baptized by immersion.  If you would like 
to learn more about baptism, please 
contact the church office or Pastor 
Ryan. Thank you. 
 
 

 

ñPlease pray that 

God will continue 

to bless His 

church éò 
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Thank you  
Alex and Denise! 

Alex and Denise Pia and family 

We would like to formally thank 
Alex and Denise Pia for their 
many years of ministry to our  
3rd-5th graders!  The Piaôs have 
taught this class during the first 
service on a monthly rotation for 
6 years.   
 
They could best be described as 
godly, faithful, calm -spirited and 
loving!  Many children have been 
in their class and had the blessing 
of learning from this wonderful 
husband and wife teaching team.  
Due to new ministry 
opportunities they are stepping 
down from the childrenôs 
ministry team and they will be 
greatly missed!  

  
Thank you Alex and Denise! 

Today we have 
many differing 
theologies about 
the sovereignty 
and providence of 
God. There are 
debates about 
Godôs sovereignty 
regarding 

salvation, Godôs sovereignty 
regarding creation, and Godôs 
sovereignty regarding 
foreknowledge. There are a 
growing number of people and 
Christians today that believe God 
can only know what can be known. 
What they are saying in short is 
this, ñThe future cannot be known, 
and therefore God Himself doesnôt 
know it.ò Lately quite a few people 
have approached me with 
questions about these very issues.  
Without going to deep into any of 
these debates I want to talk a little 
about Psalm 33.  
 
Psalm 33 is a Psalm about Godôs 
transcendent self-existence. There 
are two parts of the Psalm that I 
specifically want to mention. Psalm 
33:6 and 33:8-11. Verse 6 says: 
ñBy the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, and by the 
breath of his mouth all their host.ò 
This verse speaks of Godôs 
incomparable power. The fact that 
He spoke the heavens into 
existence, the earth into existence, 
the animal kingdom into existence, 

and molded man into existence 
shows that God can do what He 
pleases. There is of course one 
thing God cannot do, that which is 
against His character, that one thing 
is sin. God can however do 
anything that is within His character. 
  
To say that God is omniscient, but 
can only know things that can be 
known, which would not include the 
future, is ridiculous. If God, by his 
very breath can create the heavens 
and by His hands create mankind, 
then God can know the future. 
There are countless passages to 
support this truth. 
  
As for Psalm 33:8-11, it seems that 
God has a plan, and is not inclined 
to let manôs plan follow through, but 
instead will ñfrustrateò manôs plan, to 
fulfill His own. I donôt think this 
passage yields for me to go any 
deeper into the theology of 
providence and freewill, but I do 
think that it gives us a basis to say 
that God has a plan, and itôs bigger 
than manôs, and will be carried out. 
Different people with differing 
theologies will enter into this 
passage with their own 
presuppositions and decide how far 
to take this, but I donôt think we can 
take it any further than this: God 
has a plan, man has a plan, Godôs 
plan is greater, and His plan will 
prevail. 
 

Questions about the Sovereignty of God  
By Ryan Welsh  

 

WeŖre on the Web! 

To hear podcasts of Sunday morning sermons, 
check events on the church calendar,  

or find links to our youth ministry, RyanŖs classes at Corban, 
and more 

GO TO: www.gbcnewberg.org 
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Greetings, Grace!  
 
You will soon notice an additional 
emphasis in our corporate 
worship services: the celebration 
of missions.  We will 
be hearing reports, 
interacting with and 
praying for our 

fellow workers for the gospel both 
here in our community, with other 
people groups, and in countries 
abroad.  This emphasis fills me with 
excitement and I believe will enrich 
our worship experience on Sunday mornings. 
 
Why?  
We emphasize missions because we believe that 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the only 
satisfying source of joy and the only satisfying joy 
of all peoples.  Missions occur when we delight in 
God by worshiping Him and finding our joy in Him, 
and then sharing our joy with others.  Missions is 
an outgrowth of worship.  Missions is  worship. 
 

How are we to respond as a Body?  
Our response in delighting in fruit of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ will correspond with our delight in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  But one precedes the 
other.  We cannot delight in the spreading of the 

gospel if we do not first delight in the 
gospel itself.  I love that we preach the 
fullness of the gospel here at Grace 
and that it has clearly been proclaimed 
from the pulpit.  Even in Genesis we 
see God declaring the riches of his 
glory in the face of Christ Jesus, our 
Redeemer. And what has been the 
challenge Ryan has delivered to us 

week after week?  Rejoice in the gospel and 
preach the good news! 
 
So, I invite you to worship with us as we delight in 
Jesus Christ and the declaration that He is worthy 
of praise! 
 

AMEN!  

Celebrating Missions in our Corporate Worship  
By Bobby Gaither  

What do our missionaries spend their time doing 
each day?  The specific tasks of the fourteen  
missionaries we support will vary widely. 
However, it largely comes down to 
the same things that we do to witness 
to our neighbors. They spend their 
time building relationships. This often 
requires a lot of one on-one-time to 
build trust. 
 
As a Jewish believer ministering in 
the United States, Mottel Baleston 
reaches out to those of his own culture. Please 
pray for their family as they use the opportunities 
presented by the Jewish holiday of Purim. We 
know this story from the book of Esther. This 
occurs in late February. 
 

Allan and Baska Vance are starting another 
church plant among the immigrant community in 
Portugal. Pray for them in this effort. Pray that 

God will raise up people with the 
maturity and passion to become the 
leaders in this church. 
 
We would also like to introduce our new 
mission team members. They are 
Bobby Gaither, Alex Pia and Sue Fryer. 
Bobby is the staff representative. Alex 
is the Elder representative. The other 

current team members are Lois Christensen, 
Carol Holiday, Jim Insley, Toni Insley, Ralph 
Koozer, Louise Madsen, and Len Silvers. 

Missions Spotlight: Relationships  
By Jim Insley  
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Unlike the disappointing mutual fund portfolios so 
typical these days, Grace Baptistôs Elder Fund 
returns are off the charts! If you havenôt taken a 
look at what is happening with Elder Fund lately, 
take a moment and read on. Here are but just a 
few examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As good as it is to be a recipient of Godôs love via 
this financial resource we call ñThe Elder Fund,ò 
how much greater is it to be able to contribute to it. 
We are instructed to ñhelp the weak and remember 
the words of our Lord Jesus...that He Himself said, 
óIt is more blessed to give than to receive.ôò ( Acts 
10:35 NASB) 
 
Giving to the Elder Fund is as simple as writing a 
check payable to ñGrace Baptist Churchò and 
indicating ñElder Fundò on the checkôs memo line. 
You can also use the small white envelope 
stamped ñElder Fundò in the pew holder in front of 
you on Sunday morning! 
 

Now you may be wondering, ñIsnôt this already in 
the churchôs general budget?ò No!ò Actually, Elder 
Fund resources primarily come from gifts, 
designated from people just like you within our 
church family who desire to help others who are 
hurting and in need. 
 
Due to the overwhelming needs and limitations of 
available resources, the Elder Fund primarily 
targets the needs of members and regular 
attendees of GBC. However, the needs of others 
are not overlooked. Those beyond scope of 
available resources are often referred to such 
organizations as Love, INC. and the Yamhill 
County Social Services whenever possible. This 
partnership approach helps assure better 
stewardship of limited resources and develops a 
stronger relationship and Christian witness within 
our community. 
 
As itôs name implies, the Elder Fund is overseen 
by the Elder Council. Each request for assistance 
is prayerfully considered, confidentially 
maintained, and carefully evaluated by members 
of the Elder Council. The formal process begins 
with an ñElder Fund Assistance Requestò that is e-
mailed to all Council members describing the 
need, asking for their input and seeking their 
approval. The Council meet monthly to review and 
follow up the Elder Fund activity as well as 
consider visitation and prayer needs of the church 
family. 
 
Therefore, if you know of somebody or a family in 
need, please contact one of the pastors, elders, or 
staff members. Thank you for ñinvestingò in the 
lives of others during their time of distress and 
prayerfully considering what you can do, through 
the power of Christ, to help comfort those having 
the least among us. 

 

What has the Elder Fund Done for You  Lately?  
By Phil Griffin & Alan Summers  

Saving a coupleôs home from 
foreclosure due to a job change 
Paying for needed dental surgery for 
an uninsured woman 
Helping an unemployed couple with 
a critical counseling need. 
Stopping a rental eviction of a 
mother seeking work. 
Providing necessary repairs to a 
single parentôs only mode of 
transportation.  
Assisting a disabled family with 
house payments prior to disability 
insurance coverage. 
Providing needed groceries and 
medical assistance for a number of 
hurting couples and families during 
our current economic recession. 

Remember our Christmas Service at 
Newberg High School? 

Check out the photo gallery on our  
website: 

www.gbcnewberg.org 



KidzClub is going full steam ahead!  There are 
currently 30 children enrolled in the Thursday 
evening program for ages 2 yrs through the 5th 
grade.  The children wear matching KidzClub  
t-shirts and carry club tote bags on which they 
display their hard-earned award patches.  Each 
child has a handbook with activities that fit their 
age and development.  Nightly activities 
include: Scripture memorization, craft activities, 
hands-on life-skill activities (cooking, clay, 
sewing, planting, etc.), awards, active games 
and Bible study in the  Pioneer Clubs 
handbook.   
 
Some of the activities that have taken place so 
far are: planting rye grass, making bird feeders, 
sculpting clay figures, making pudding, 
committing to read a chapter from the Bible at 
home, and learning the key verse - Psalm 
119:105 and club song ï ñThy Word.ò 
 
One of our goals in KidzClub is to offer children 
an opportunity to hear the gospel and accept 
Jesus as their Savior.  We are excited that we 
have several un-churched children in our club 
and hope to have evangelistic opportunities!  
The club motto is ñChrist in Every Aspect of 
Life.ò  We hope to communicate that message 
to the children through our activities, our love 
and our example.  Would you please pray that 
we can be effective in this ministry? 

 

Ten volunteers make up the KidzClub Ministry 
Team: Molly McNeal, Kirsten Isaac, Carol 
Morgan, Sam Jarvis, Mollie Robinson, Todd 
Miller, Eric and Kristi Holtan, Bob Records and 
Eli Ouellette.   
 
This shortened club year runs January through 
April, ending the year with a  Pine Car Derby/
Hot Dog Feed/Awards Party on the night of 
Thursday, April 29.  
 
If you havenôt had the opportunity to join us in 
this fun club, itôs not too late!  Children can 
register any time. If you cannot take part this 
year, we begin again October 7, 2010. 
 
 

KIDZCLUB HAS BEGUN!! 
By Diana Enkelis 
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