
July 8 -11 
Amp: Ski Fest at 
Lake Billy Chinook  

July 10  
8:00 am  
Menôs Breakfast 
July 11  
12:30 pm  
Membership Class  

July 30 -Aug. 1  
Annual Family Camp  
At Mt. Hood Village  

Aug. 8  
4:00 -6:00 pm  
Family Pool Party  
Aug. 8 -10 
The Wake at  
Champoeg (Rage)  

Aug. 8 -14 
Work Trip to Indian 
Bible College  

Aug. 14  
Annual Childrenôs 
Health Day with 
Love Inc.  

Aug. 22  
Church Picnic at  
Memorial Park  
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Connec t ing  the  Peop le  o f  G race  Bap t i s t  

Today we are a Church 
family that has been 
blessed in many ways 
by a gracious and loving God.  We are 
experiencing a moderate but consistent 
growth.  One just has to look in the 
nursery or attempt to find a seat in our 
worship center 10 minutes into the second 
service to realize that very soon we will 
have to look seriously at moving to a third 
service or in some other way address the 
need for additional space.  The lack of 
classroom space for adult education is a 
challenge and our mid week youth  

Continued on page 2  

single denominations 

within those faiths. 

Eventually, Claremont 

hopes to add clerical 

programs for Buddhists and Hindus.  

   Although there are other 

theological institutions that 

accept students of multiple 

faiths, or have partnerships 

with institutions of other 

religions, Claremont is believed 

to be the first accredited 

institution that will train 

students of multiple faiths for 

careers as clerics. The 275-

student seminary offers 

master's and doctoral degrees. It's really 

kind of a creative, bold move," said David 

Roozen, director of the Institute for 

Religion Research at the Hartford 

Seminary in Connecticut. "It kind of fits, 

to some extent, California.... I think there 

will be a lot of us who will be watching 

that experiment."  

 Continued on page 2  

 

Wednesdayôs, June 9, 2010 L.A. Times 
included an article that reads as follows:  

ñClaremont seminary reaches 

beyond Christianity  

Calling multi -faith expansion the next 

step, the school will offer 

training for Muslims and 

Jews in a program that 

strains its historic ties to 

the Methodist Church.  

   In a bow to the growing 

diversity of America's 

religious landscape, the 

Claremont School of 

Theology, a Christian 

institution with long ties 

to the Methodist Church, will add clerical 

training for Muslims and Jews to its 

curriculum this fall, to become, in a sense, 

the first truly multi -faith American 

seminary.  

   The transition, which is being formally 

announced Wednesday, upends centuries 

of tradition in which seminaries have 

hewn not just to single faiths but often to 

ñ Claremont is 

believed to be the 

first accredited 

institution that 

will train students 

of multiple faiths.ò 

ñSeriously?ò 
By Pastor Ryan Welsh 

Some time ago our building program was 
entering a new chapter and the ñsloganò 
chosen to represent the time or the phase 
we were entering was ñFollowing by 
Faithò.  It was a name change made to 
better represent how we see ourselves in 
relationship to the One in charge!  Our 
ñMoving by Faithò campaign was 
appropriately named and worked well for 
a time but ñFollowing by Faithò in many 
ways would better represent the answer to 
the most often asked questions relating to 
our current situation.  ñWhere are we?ò 
and ñWhere are going?ò  

Following by Faith  
Where are we?  Where are we going?  

By Pastor Frank Goldston 

 Family Newsé. 
Congratulations  to 
Sharon Thompson  who 
welcomed her 
granddaughteré 
Winter Emma 
Thompson  at 12:17 am 
on May 20th.  
She joins her proud 
parents, Ian and Gwen 
Thompson. 
 
Our Sympathy to 
Larry Christenson on 
the home-going of his 
wife, Lois, on the 
evening of May 20th . 
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Claremont's administration sees the multi

-faith expansion as the wave of the future 

in American theological training. But it is 

straining relations between the school and 

more conservative elements of the United 

Methodist Church, which this year was 

expected to provide about 8% of 

Claremont's $10-million budget. The 

church suspended its support for the 

school earlier this year pending an 

investigation.  

é.   Mark Tooley, a conservative 

Methodist who is president of the Institute 

on Religion and Democracy, a 

Washington -based ecumenical 

organization, was more outspoken in his 

criticism.  óClaremont seems to be moving 

away from its responsibility to the United 

Methodist Church,ô  Tooley said. óIt almost 

seems that they're trying to fulfill the 

stereotype that many in the church have 

of liberal Methodism on the West Coast.ôò     

June 09, 2010|By Mitchell Landsberg, Los 

Angeles Times 

 

 

Training Jews, Muslims, and Christians 

for the ministry. I am reminded of the 

Genesis saga, regarding the birth of Isaac 

and Ishmael. Sarah and Abraham cannot 

have a child; therefore Sarah comes up 

with the bright idea (that she will of 

course regret later) that Abraham should 

have a child with her maidservant named 

Hagar. Abraham doesnôt argue, has a child 

with Hagar and names him Ishmael, 

which means ñGod hears.ò Finally at the 

age of 90 Sarah conceives and has a child 

with her husband Abraham and they 

name him Isaac.  Why am I reminded of 

this saga you might ask? In the 8th century 

B.C. a man by the name of Muhammad 

comes and decides that he is okay with 

the Genesis narrative up until Ishmael is 

sent away and Isaac is treated as the 

promised son (Genesis 21). At this point 

Muhammad decides to call Ishmael the 

promised son in place of Isaac. 

Remember that Muhammad does this 

approximately 700 years after Genesis is 

written. Why does Muhammad do this? 

The answer to this one is easy. 

Muhammad is an Arab and the Arab 

people come from the line of Ishmael. 

Muhammad wanted to make his line the 

line of the promised people.  

  

The Jews have a very different 

understanding of this narrative. The 

Jews stick with the Old Testament as 

recorded in Holy Scripture. It is told to 

Abraham and Sarah that their son, the 

son named Isaac, will carry the blessing 

and the nation of Israel, which is Godôs 

chosen nation. All this is true; the Bible 

records these promises.  

         continued on page 5  

ñSuffice it to say these three 

religions cannot agree on whom 

to worship, whom to serve and 

whom to evangelizeéò 

Continued from pg 1éFollowing 
ministries are pushing our current 
facility to its limit.  Church social 
gatherings and other events that take 
place in our fellowship hall are pushing 
the fellowship hall and kitchen beyond 
the intended capacity for safe and 
comfortable use.   
 
We continue to be blessed by the 
preaching and teaching from our 
pulpit.  A couple of weeks ago Pastor 
Ryan (first names please!) commented 
on one of the many blessings God has 
bestowed on us, that is, men gifted in 
communicating His Word.  Pastor 
Ryan named a few and there are 
others.  And, speaking of Pastor Ryan, 
what a privilege it has been for us to be 
in a position to participate in, and be 
an important part in how God is using 
him.  Pastor Ryan was recently 
accepted into Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary and is currently 
working towards his PHD.   The next 
couple of years Pastor Ryan will spend 
two weeks in Boston at the Seminary 
and the rest of his studies will be 
completed from home.  From our 
pulpit we continue to hear Godôs Word 
in a way that challenges us to engage in 
a deeper understanding of who God is 

and to live a life that exemplifies the 
Christian lifestyle.  What a blessing 
Pastor Ryan has been! 
 
Pastor Gaither has been with us for 
almost 2 years and his giftedness in 
leading worship and his understanding 
of his calling as a Pastor has brought 
many blessings to our church 
family.   Pastor Gaither (okéPastor 
Bobby!) in addition to leading worship 
is very much involved in the lives of our 
worship team members and continues 
to be motivated by expecting Godôs best 
for everyone he is involved with and 
challenging them to do the 
same.  Pastor Bobby understanding of 
the importance of living in a Covenant 
Community under Godôs direction as 
given through both His written Word 
and His Word as shared through the 
teaching and preaching from the pulpit. 
He is an example for all of us.   
 
The entire Church Staff continues to 
support and lead our ministries with a 
heart for our church family that is 
evident each and every day of the 
week.  Again, we see that God continues 
to bless Grace Baptist Church during 
this time of transition.  In fact, most of 
us would agree that God led us into this 

transition and now we must continue to 
follow him  As we  look to the future of 
Grace Baptist Church,  your Pastoral 
Search Committee and Elder Board are 
working hard to ensure that the process 
used in the search is fair and reflects 
who we are and our desire to be a 
dynamic and important part of the 
community of Newberg.   
 
We are a very diverse church 
family.  We have a very broad age span 
that is unlike many churches 
today.  Our XYZôs  group is very special; 
so many different experiences and 
backgrounds and so many years of 
steadfast service and devotion to God 
and devotion to this local church. What 
a treasure it is!  Our church family 
includes a good balance between the 
Baby Boomers and the X 
generation.  Young families (the Y 
generation) and the younger or 
millennium generation continue to be 
the age groups that we are experiencing 
the most growth in.  
 
We are as diverse in our backgrounds as 
we are in our ages.  We are learning to 
appreciate our diversity and to expect 
that together we will reflect Godôs 
purpose and Godôs desire for Grace 
Baptist Church and the impact we can  
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Jews stick with the Old Testament as 
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transition and now we must continue to 
follow him  As we  look to the future of 
Grace Baptist Church,  your Pastoral 
Search Committee and Elder Board are 
working hard to ensure that the process 
used in the search is fair and reflects 
who we are and our desire to be a 
dynamic and important part of the 
community of Newberg.   
 
We are a very diverse church 
family.  We have a very broad age span 
that is unlike many churches 
today.  Our XYZôs  group is very special; 
so many different experiences and 
backgrounds and so many years of 
steadfast service and devotion to God 
and devotion to this local church. What 
a treasure it is!  Our church family 
includes a good balance between the 
Baby Boomers and the X 
generation.  Young families (the Y 
generation) and the younger or 
millennium generation continue to be 
the age groups that we are experiencing 
the most growth in.  
 
We are as diverse in our backgrounds as 
we are in our ages.  We are learning to 
appreciate our diversity and to expect 
that together we will reflect Godôs 
purpose and Godôs desire for Grace 
Baptist Church and the impact we can  Dear Ladies of Grace,  

Have you noticed how the Lord is 
blessing us with so much rain lately? Just 
think ð no drought this year, lots of new 

growth on the trees, water bills are lower because we donôt 
need to water our yards, and they are nice and green. Itôs all 
good. God says that everything good is from Him, even all 
this rain.  
 

One of the greatest 
blessings God is giving 
our church this summer 
is three new babies and 
an adopted child from 
Ethiopia. We had a 
shower on June 6th for 
Tiffany Gaither (a girl - 
Jordan), Jayme Garrett 
(a girl - McKenna) and 
Katie OôHalloran 
(Joseph or Rebekah- it 

will be a surprise). They are each due in the next few weeks. 
 
We also had a special adoption 
shower for the Hanson family on 
June 12th as we await the arrival of 
their son Joshua. It was wonderful to 
be able to get Joshua started off with 
some clothes, toys and decorations 
for his bedroom. 
 

There are a several reasons we do showers for moms and 
babies, but it is mostly because it is a great way to get to 
know these ladies. I have heard some say they donôt feel 
comfortable coming to the showers because they donôt 
know the ladies ð but that is all the more reason to come. 
It is a way to get to know them and help welcome the new 
baby into our church family. We have four more babies 
coming later this fall, so plan now to attend the next baby 
shower and get to know these moms. 
 
We also had a great time this 
year at the annual Spring Tea 
on May 8th.  Our theme was: 
God is good. Kristi Holtan did 
an excellent job of reminding 
us of the goodness of God. We 
had a fun time playing the 
ñAmazing Grace Raceò with 
ladies running all over the 
church following clues, only 
to end with singing ñAmazing 
Grace.ò 
 
So that is what has been happening with the Womenôs 
Ministry over the last few months, but itôs never too early 
to be looking ahead. We are in the process of planning the 
Bible studies for the fall and they will be starting mid -
September. It is also never too early to be saving up for 
the womenôs retreat at the end of February. Saving ten 
dollars a month will just about get you there.  

 
Godôs riches to all of you,  
    Jamie  

Showers and Tea  
By Jamie OôHalloran 

Vicki Hanson at her 
adoption shower 

Tiffany, Katie, & Jayme 

To see more pictures please visit 
www.gbcnewberg.org  

One of the tables at the Spring Tea 
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Continued from page  2  
 ...Following...  
 
have in Newberg and beyond.  If we 
arenôt diligent in our intent to seek 
Godôs best for ourselves, our loved ones, 
and our church family, our differences 
can challenge our unity.  Itôs important 
to keep our eyes on our common bond. 
It is through Jesus that our bond is 
complete.  It is through His Spirit that 
our bond is sealed.  We are family!  That 
brings with it a responsibility to one 
another.  It brings a responsibility to do 
our part in maintaining a healthy 
church family.  We need to be a family 
that looks forward to the future with a 
sense of excitement about what God is 
doing, and will do in us, and through 
us.  We cannot allow ourselves to move 
too quickly and with such a confidence 
in our own experience that we fail to 
ñfollow.ò 
    
We have such a wealth of experience in 

our church family!  We are able to pull 
together men and women that have 
experienced great success in their 
vocation;  men and women that are 
leaders in every aspect of the 
word.  That experience coupled with 
the leading of God (yes, that would be 
following), should make us so very 
excited about the future.   
 
My encouragement to each of you 

would be to consider the following ;  

What is my part in moving Grace 
Baptist Church forward in the 
search for a Senior Pastor? 

What is my part in managing our 
growth and our facility issues? 

What is my part in helping to 
insure Godôs purpose is fulfilled in 
each of the ministries at GBC? 

 

As God commissioned Joshua to a 

position of  leadership during a time of 

transition, part of the instructions 

given were;  ñThis Book of the Law 

shall not depart from your mouth, but 

you shall meditate on it day and night, 

so that you may be careful to do 

according to all that is written in 

it.  For then you will make your way 

prosperous, and then you will have 

good success.ò ( Joshua 1: 8, ESV) 

As we consider the blessings and the 

many resources our God has given 

Grace Baptist Church, let us be in His 

Word and in a consistent state of 

ñFollowing by Faithò.  We all 

participants in the search for a Senior 

Pastor!  We all have a part to play in 

where and how we move forward with 

our building program!  We have all 

been gifted for the benefit of the 

ministries in the local church!  Letôs 

be in His Word, Letôs be about His 

Word, and Letôs pray!   
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Troy is a college buddy of mine who lives in Seattle.  
Every time Troy and I converse we engage in discussions 
of great theological and spiritual depth.  It is our joy to 
do so and is always profitable.  He visited me this last 
weekend and my heart and mind are still stirring from 
our conversations. Our discussion grew out of our desire 
to be fully engaged followers of Christ which circled back 
to our own repentance ï or lack thereof.   
 
Troy:  ñIf we are honest with ourselves we have to admit 
that we blatantly disobey.  I donôt submit everything to 
Christ: I donôt evangelize, I donôt give up my 
possessions, I donôt live my life for the proclamation of 
the gospel, I donôt walk by the Spirit but I set my mind 
according to the flesh.  I choose which sins I want to 
confess and yet hold onto the sins I donôt want to give 
up.  I live like Iôm at peace when really Iôm in the middle 
of a war.  What I need is to be honest with myself and 
with others and say these are the sins I want to confess 
and these are the sins I donôt want to confess; pray for 
me that God would change my heart for 
these sins so I may come into obedience 
with Him.ò 
 

My head dropped.  I admitted to be in the 
same boat, and that my heart yearned for 
the solution to our apathy.  We both know 
and feel the grandeur of the call of Christ - 
that He is all in all.  We know that our lives are not our 
own and our greatest joy is only found in serving Him.  
Yet there is something amiss that keeps spiritual 
maturity and growth at bay.  Notice the word ñamissò ï 
but it is not missing. ñAmissò and not ñmissingò because 
2 Peter 1:3 tells us ñHis divine power has granted to us 
all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence.ò  
 

But we Christians often miss the boat when it comes to 
supporting our brothers and sisters in life and godliness.  
Typical ñaccountabilityò focuses on outward appearances 
and pays little attention to the heart.  We try to clean the 
outside of the cup, while on the inside lurks disease.  
Accountability groups strategize ways to remove 
temptation and make the shame of the sin so unbearable 
that the sin will not be repeated.  This is why the church 
doesnôt by-in-large make a practice of confessing our 
sins to one another.  And those who do maintain some 
level of accountability find more clever ways to hide sin 
or marginalize or outright accept it.  Strategies for 
avoiding sin-promising situations are good, but they 
arenôt effective in ñstopping the indulgence of the flesh 
(Col 2:23).ò  In doing so, we put a band-aid on a gaping 
wound and all the while we are losing the very blood that 
sustains life and strength.  We are making a practice of 
behavior modification instead of asking God, the great 
physician, to spiritually heal our heart.   
 

Godôs word tells us how  to confess our sin: ñAnd the 
prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord 
 

 will raise him up.  Therefore confess 
your sins to one another and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed.  
The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working (James 5:15-16).ò  Note the 
three key elements in this passage: a prayer of faith, 
confession to another body member, and power ï the 
power of God.  Because we know our righteousness comes 
from faith in Jesus and not our works, we should dually 
note that faith is especially important in praying for 
spiritually sick brother.  We have faith that He is able to 
do what we ask of Him and we should not doubt (James 
1:6).   What are we praying for?  That God, in His power 
would blot out our transgressions, wash us from our sins, 
and be our portion and the strength of our heart (Psalm 
51:2; 73:26). 
 

Confession and repentance shouldnôt be a shameful act 
for us.  Remember that God is merciful and gracious, and 
mindful of our frame (Psalm 103:14) and he disciplines 

those he loves (Heb 12:6; Rev 3:19).  
That He would draw us to conviction 
and repentance is proof that we are His 
children, His people set apart for His 
glory.  What does a repentant church 
look like?  I believe in all things we are 
praying for brokenness and reliance on 
Him; Psalm 51:17, ña broken and 

contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.ò  
 

My visits with Troy remind me how much I need the Body 
of Christ on a daily basis .  I say this because all the 
duties of the Body are not completed in our Sunday 
worship gatherings.  Our call to love each other extends 
our privileges to ñstir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near.ò (Hebrews 10:24-25)  The 
Lord gave us the local church that we may exhort, 
encourage, preach the gospel, wash each other in the 
word, lovingly rebuke, remove specks, pray for, confess 
to, love, share our possessions, and gurney our sick to the 
Great Physician.  I know the Body of Christ is bigger than 
Grace Baptist Church but as I look at the privilege and 
responsibilities we have to each other it is most fitting to 
participate with the body of believers I live and worship 
with.  There is a commitment  I make to this kind of 
community.  There is a commitment you should make 
too. 
 

How does one declare a commitment?  As weddings have 
vows, how do we as individuals and families declare our 
commitment to this body of believers?  This, I believe, is 
the intent of church membership.  It is an intentional 
commitment to walk with this gathering of Christ 
followers and participate in loving the Lord with all our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength AND loving our neighbor 
as yourself.  If you find yourself hungry for the fellowship 
described above should you not seek that fellowship with 
the body of Christ inside the church where you worship? 
I pray God will stir in you what He will and that it be to 
the praise of His glory. 

 

Commitment to Fellowship  
By Pastor Bobby Gaither 

ñBut we Christians often miss 

the boat when it comes to 

supporting our brothers and 

sisters in life and godlinessò 



 

KidzClub News  
By Diana Enkelis 
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On April 29, KidzClub finished out 
the club year with our annual Pine 

Car Derby.  This year we added a Hot Dog Feed to make 
it a fun family event!  Families included children of all 
ages and even a few grandparents and aunts and 
uncles.  Sharing dinner together made the evening 
more fun!  Participants 
fashioned their own cars 
from the regulation wood 
block kit.  There was a wide 
variety of car styles 
represented and it was fun 
to see what a great job that 
even our youngest children 
did on their creations!  Cars 
were judged on style and 
speed ï and the Donaldson 
family walked away with most of the awards!  Jim 
Cooper presented a short devotional and club 
members were awarded patches for completing their 
cars and participating in the race. 
 
Eric and Kristi Holtan led the Pathfinders group,  
 3rd-5th graders,  with help from Bob Records.  One of 
the extra activities the kids worked on was to read the 
Gospel of Mark at home and complete weekly questions 
to turn in to their leaders.  Those who completed this  
 

activity were awarded with a lunch and bowling party.  
They had a wonderful time, as is evident by the pictures! 
 
One of the benefits of KidzClub is that we use the Pioneer 
Clubs curriculum which focuses on activities to teach kids 
practical as well as spiritual skills.  Some of the activities 

taught this year were:  cooking and baking, 
stitchery, games, puzzles, safety, family fun, clay 
sculpture, making friends, reading and using the 
Bible, Godôs creation, science and animals.  Children 
also memorized verses that went with their 
activities.  
 

If you missed out on KidzClub 
this year, we will be starting 
again October 7.  We would 
love to have you as part of the 
club! 
 

A BIG thank you to our 
volunteer team:  

WE APPRECIATE YOU!!!  
Molly McNeal, Kirsten Isaac, 
Carol Morgan, Sam Jarvis, 

Mollie Robinson, Todd Miller, Eric Holtan,  
Kristi Holtan, Bob Records, and Eli Ouellette  

 
To see more Kidzclub pics, go to www.gbcnewberg.org  
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Isaac is the promised son of Abraham. 

The Apostle Paul makes it very clear in  

Galatians 3:16, that the promised seed is 

actually Jesus. Wait a second; I thought 

the promised seed was Isaac?  ñNow the 

promises were made to Abraham and to 

his offspring. It does not say, óAnd to 

offsprings,ô referring to many, but 

referring to one, óAnd to your offspring,ô 

who is Christ.ò Isaac is the promised 

seed, but only to bring about the 

Messiah through his family line.  

 

So what does this mean? It means the 

Jews are focused on Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, those that were given the 

promises of God, and they are not 

focused on the Messiah, the one that 

came from the line of these men to save 

the world from their sins.  

 

So what does this mean? It means that 

we have three very different religions 

with three very different beliefs of who 

the promised son is. It means that we 

have three different views of who God 

the Messiah is and therefore we worship 

three different Messiahs or lack thereof.  

 

Suffice it to say these three religions 

cannot agree on whom to worship, 

whom to serve, and whom to evangelize. 

In the midst of these disagreements, 

Claremont School of Theology in 

Claremont, CA is meshing them 

together to be more politically correct. 

In doing so, this historically Methodist 

school is choosing to be biblically 

incorrect.  

  

If this school really believed John 14:6 

in which Jesus says, ñI am the way, and 

the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me,ò then I  

 

would not be writing this article, 

because they would have put a stop 

to this nonsense before it ever 

started.  

 

Jesus is the Way, Jesus is the Truth, 

and Jesus is the Life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Jesus. 

As politically incorrect as this might 

be, this means Muslims cannot 

come to the Father through Ishmael 

or Muhammad, and Jews cannot 

come to the Father through 

Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob.  

 

So there is one lingering question to 

ask Claremont School of Theologyé  

 

SERIOUSLY?  

? 


