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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

February/March 2010  

 

GRACELINK 

Business Name 

May 2  
Compassion Sunday  
 

May 6  
National Day of 
Prayer  
 

May 8, 9 am  
Annual Spring Tea  
 

May 9  
Bottles for Life  
Campaign  
 

May 15, 8 am  
Mayorôs Prayer Bkfst 
 

May 15, 10 am  
Bookends  
 

May 30  
All Church Art Show  
 

June 6, 12:30 pm  
Bi -Annual Baby 
Shower  
 

June 20 -24  
M2N (Mission to 
Newberg)  
 

June 22 -24  
Mega Sports Camp  
 

July 8 -10 
Amp: Ski Fest  
 

July 30 -Aug. 1  
Annual Family Camp  
At Mt. Hood Village  
 

Aug. 8 -10 
The Wake (Rage)  
 

Aug. 14  
Annual Childrenôs 
Health Day with 
Love Inc.  
 

Aug. 22  
Annual Church  
Picnic at Memorial 

Connec t ing  the  Peop le  o f  G race  Bap t i s t  

I had the great 
opportunity to attend 
Wheatonôs Theology 
Conference this last 
weekend. The campus 
is beautiful and the 
buildings are grand, 

however I was not there for sight 
seeing. The title of the 
conference was ñA 
Theological Dialogue 
with N.T. Wright.ò Tom 
Wright is the Bishop of 
Durham in the Church 
of England and is one of 
the most popular and 
well-respected 
theologians of our 
generation. So whatôs 
the need for dialogue? 
 
Bishop Wright has taken an 
interesting stance on some of Paulôs 
writings over the past few years. In 
what you might have heard called 
ñThe New Perspective on Paul,ò N.T. 
Wright has reinterpreted what he calls 
the ñcorrect interpretationò of what 

Paul was really saying to the early 
church. There are many facets of his 
perspective on Paulôs writing and space 
is not sufficient to exhaust. However, I 
would like to discuss the most polarizing 
doctrine of Wrightôs theology. 
It would be inappropriate and unfair to 
mention the disagreement that the 

Bishop and I have, without 
also mentioning the great 
profit that Christianity as a 
whole has experienced from 
his work. A brilliant man, a 
loving husband and father, 
and a lover and follower of 
Jesus Christ is how I would 
describe Tom Wright. With 
that said, I obviously did not 
write this article to tell you 
about the man N.T. Wright, 

but instead to share his one, major 
theological distinction that sets him 
apart from most evangelical scholars, 
pastors, and church members. 
  
To say it forthright, the Bishop does not 
believe in imputed righteousness. What 
is imputed righteousness? It is the  

Continued on page 2... 

ñ Bishop Wright 

takes this stance 

because he is sick & 

tired of Christian 

lazinessé.ò 

Imputed Righteousness and the Plight of Complacency  
By Pastor Ryan Welsh 

 

Senior Pastor Search Underway : Grace Baptist Church is searching for a 
senior pastor to serve in partnership with local church leaders under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ.  A slate of seven members were proposed by the board 
of elders and elected by the congregation to find the man that God would have 
lead His church.  A senior pastor job description and profile have been written 
by the elders to guide the work of the search committee.  These documents focus 
on our search for a highly qualified individual with strong gifting and skills in 
both the areas of preaching and leadership.  They also point out our expectation 
that this individual have the ability and sensitivity to recognize and utilize the 
gifting and skills of our current staff and also have the ability to coach and 
mentor that staff to effectively accomplish the goals of the ministry.  
Search Committee: On Monday evening, April 21st, the board of elders and 
the elected search committee met at the church to review the search process, 
documents, and to clarify any questions.  Starting with a session of prayer and 
after a time of discussion, the board left and gave time for the search committee 
to organize themselves and begin the search.   Continued on page 2... 
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 Continued from page 1é 
Elders... 
 

By -law Revisions  
Our by-laws are designed to 
guide us in the operation of the 
church by establishing process 
and expectations.  From time 
to time these by-laws need 
revision and updating to make 
certain that they are clear and 
are in fact guiding the ministry 
of the church.  The board of 
elders has recently made 
revisions to the by-laws and 
have posted these revisions on 
the bulletin board in the 
hallway.  The church is invited 
to review these changes and 
provide feedback to the elders 
if they have concerns or 
suggestions.   
 

Please feel free to contact the 
office if you would like a copy 
of the changes or contact any 
one of the board elders (listed 
on the back of the Sunday 
bulletin) if you have feedback 
or questions. 
 

Your Elder Board  
 

Continued from Page 1éImputed  

 
righteousness of Jesus that is ñput 
onò us when we believe. When Jesus 
died on the cross He didnôt only take 
away (forgive) our sins, but also gave 
us His righteousness. There are 
countless scriptures to support this; 
however for the sake of this article I 
will just mention three.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 ñFor our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God .ò The 
Father made the Son, who never 
sinned, to become sin on the cross (to 
bear our sin on the cross), so that we 
will become righteous from Him.  
 
Also, Zechariah 3:1-5 ñThen he 
showed me Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the 
LORD, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to accuse him. And the 
LORD said to Satan! The LORD 
rebuke you, O Satan!ô The LORD 
who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you! Is not this a brand plucked from 
the fire?ô Now Joshua was 
standing before the angel, 
clothed with filthy garments. 
And to him he said, óBehold, I 
have taken your iniquity away 
from you, and I will clothe you 
with pure vestments.ô And I 
said, óLet them put a clean 
turban on his head.ô So they put 
a clean turban on his head and 
clothed him with garments . And 
the angel of the LORD was standing 
by.ò  Joshuaôs filthy garments (his 
sin) werenôt just taken away 
(forgiveness), but he was also given 
clean, pure garments to wear 
(righteousness).  
 
Finally, Philippians 3:8 -9 ñIndeed, I 
count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things 
and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I might gain Christ and be 
found in him , not having a 
righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faithéò 
You might be wondering why such a 
great man of God and intelligent 
theologian disapproves of the basic 
evangelical stance of imputed 
righteousness. I myself was asking 
this question before I attended the 
conference. I couldnôt bring myself to 
understand why he would take it to 
the extreme of denying imputed 
righteousness. Hearing Tom Wright 
speak at the conference answered the 
question for me. N.T. Wright, Tom 
Wright, Bishop Wright takes this 
extreme stance because he is sick 
and tired of Christian laziness and 
complacency in this world based on 
the righteousness that was given to 
us. In other words, he thinks that far 
too often we as Christians are 
satisfied with being saved, and 
counted as righteous, and we forget 
all the commandments from Jesus 
Himself to love the world, to share 
the gospel with the world, to redeem 
the world, to care for the world, and 
to ñwork out our salvation 
(sanctification or holiness) with fear 
and trembling.ò To be completely 
honest I donôt personally think that 
N.T. Wright has a problem with 
imputed righteousness as 
understood in Scripture (he would 
say he does), but instead has a 
problem with the way Christians 
respond to that imputed 
righteousness. I think for Wright it is 
an extreme stance taken for the 
purpose of forcing Christians to ask 
themselves the question ñDo I live 
like Iôve been given Christôs 
righteousness?ò 
 
Although I think óWright is wrongô, 
and I will continue to take the very 
important theological stance of 
imputed righteousness as taught in 
scripture, I completely agree with the 
Bishop in his agenda to change the 
mindset of Christians. We need to be 
far less comfortable in our salvation 
and be ever reaching to act like 
Christ. We not only are counted as 
righteous, we need to live like weôre 
righteous!  
 

 Pastor Ryan  

Family Newsé. 
Congratulations to Todd 
and Shelley Erickson  who 
welcomed their 
granddaughteré 
Naomi Joy Marie 
Cardoza on  February 15th.  
She joins her parents, 
Shannon and James Cardoza 
and big sister, Olivia . 
é.And congratulations to 
Dan and Joan Schutter 
who welcomed their first 
grandson, Ryan Daniel 
Henderson on April 27th. 
The proud 
parents are Joel 
and Carissa 
Henderson. 
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John 3:16 in two -thousand  plus 
languages:  
 

ñ 
                                                            

 
ò 

 
The Bible is not available in the native language for 
over 2,000 plus people groups. 
 

Missions is local and  global.  We are a church 
striving to be a missional community of believers 
in our city as well as a sending church to the 

people groups of the earth.  John 
24:14 tells us ñthis gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all 
the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 
the end will come.ò Christ is our first love and  we 
possess a strong desire to see His return.  Iôm not 
implying we can move Godôs hand through 
missions and speed his timing, but our hearts 
should be set on spreading His gospel for His 
nameôs sake as we look joyfully to His return! 
 
May our hearts resonate within us when we sing, 
ñYou are the Lord, the Famous One.  Great is Your 
name in all the earth!ò 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

John 3:16 in 2,000 plus Languages  
By Bobby Gaither  

As I have been reading through the book of 
Matthew, I read Jesusô parables. In my modern 
western culture perspective, they seem a bit 
strange. I often have to carefully focus to not just 
read past them and miss an important truth. It is 
sometimes really hard work to read them. 
  
Imagine now you come from a 
different culture then. In this 
culture, most likely you do not 
read. It is almost certain you do not 
have television to entertain you. 
There may only be 1 or 2 radios in 
your town, and only a handful of 
stations to listen to. In your culture, 
history is not read, but relayed orally. The village 
story teller and the village elders are the ones who 
communicate the culture, history, and news. Small 
groups gather around them to hear and learn, just 
like they did in Jesusô time. Quite possibly you are 
Muslim by tradition and culture and may not be 
familiar with the biblical Jesus.  
  
The sub Saharan part of Africa has many people 
who are like this. Although intelligent, warm, and 
caring, they would struggle to understand Jesus as 
presented in our western reading, fact oriented 
culture. A few would, but many are more receptive 
to hearing when presented with God in ways they 
are culturally comfortable.  

 To help present God to them, John and Carol 
Ragsdale work for Trans World Radio. Much of 
their work is helping native authors polish and 
produce stories to communicate the gospel to 
people who have never heard it. To make sure 
that the stories communicate well, John often 

travels to these villages. With 
permission from the village elders 
or story tellers, the group will 
present some stories and gauge 
their reaction and understanding 
to them from the crowd gathered 
around them. Later these stories 
will be produced for radio 

broadcast or for cassette players. 
  
How can you pray for the Ragsdale family? 
In addition to praying for effectiveness in 
communication, and safety in travel, you can also 
pray for safety at home. The country of South 
Africa has a high unemployment rate and a lot of 
turmoil. In some areas, carjacking, is frequent. In 
others, robbery and theft are a problem. Pray for 
their safety and for peace. 

Missions Spotlight: John & Carol Ragsdale  
 By Jim Insley  

John & Carol Ragsdale and family 
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Hello Ladies of Grace!  
 
The calendar says spring is here, but 
some days it still feels like winter. 
Regardless of the weather, we are still 
getting ready for our annual Spring 
Tea. This year the theme is ñGod is 
Goodò and our speaker is Kristi 

Holtan. We are including something new this year in 
the program called ñThe Amazing Grace Race.ò You 
wonôt want to miss this! Mark your calendars for 
Saturday May 8th. We will have sign-ups between 
the services until May 2nd and it is there that you will 
let us know what you want to bring for the potluck.  

 
After the Spring Tea,  you need to 
mark your calendars for our bi -
annual baby shower on June 6th. We 
will start right after church at 12:30 
in the fellowship hall and lunch will 
be provided. We do ask for a $10 

donation that goes to providing a gift from the 
church for each of the moms. This is a great 
opportunity to meet the young moms of our church 
and show our support for them.  
 

Included in this article are pictures from our retreat 
last February. Sandi Phillips was our speaker and we 
all came away impacted by what she shared with us. 
This retreat was especially interesting because it 
also included a possible tsunami scare. Besides that 
though, it was a sweet time of fellowship and very 
relaxing. Start planning now to join us for the 
retreat next February 2011. If you set aside $10 a 
month, you will have your money already saved. 

 

Spring Happenings  
By Jamie OôHalloran 

Ladies Retreat  
2010!  


